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SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: AMBASSADOR'S MEETING WITH FONMIN 

REF: A. BANGUI 0683 B. STATE 087612 C. STATE 074904 D. STATE 049330 

1 . ON APRIL 29 I MET WITH CAR FONMIN ANTONIO FRANCK AT LATTER'S 
REQUEST. ATMOSHPERE WAS CORDIAL THROUGHOUT AND MINISTER HEWED 
PRO-WESTERN LINE FIRMLY ON ALL MULTILATERAL ISSUES DISCUSSED. 

2. FRANCK WHO HAD JUST RETURNED FROM DAKAR AFRO- ARAB MEETING, 
SAID THAT MEETING HAD PROCEEDED ROUTINELY AND PRODUCED NO 
SURPRISES. HE DEPLORED BLOC VOTING TECHNIQUES AND EXPRESSED 
CONTINUED OPPOSITION TO ORGANIZED MOVES TO ESTABLISH FORMAL 
LINKAGE BETWEEN ZIONISM AND RACISM. HE SAID THAT CAR DELEGATION 
HAD SUBMITTED WRITTEN RESERVATIONS ABOUT CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF 
FINAL COMMUNIQUE BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THIS WAS ONLY PRO FORMA 
GESTURE SINCE ALL DECISIONS HAD BEEN TAKEN ON BJSIS OF 

PUBLIC CONCENSUS. REFERRING TO HIS CONVERSATION BEFORE 
DEPARTURE FOR DAKAR WITH EMBOFF (BANGUI 0683) FRANCK SAID 
THAT THE CAR HAD TRIED TO RESIST ARAB AND OTHER PRESSURES 
WITH RESPECT TO ZIONISM AND, BY IMPLICATIONWN ISRAELI 
SUSPENSION ISSUE. THE MINISTER SAID THAT HIS GOVERNMENT 
ANTICIPATED ADDITIONAL ARAB BLOC PRESSURES AT FORTHCOMING 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BANGUI 00768 010812Z 

NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT MEETINGS LEADING UP TO AND INCLUDING 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


COLOMBO SUMMIT MEETING IN AUGUST. I EXPRESSED THE HOPE 
THAT GIVEN CLOSE BILATERAL TIES WHICH HAD CHARACTERIZED 
OUR RELATIONS IN THE PAST WE COULD COUNT ON GOCAR'S 
SUPPORT ON SUCH ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE AS KOREA, MIDDLE 
EAST AND PUERTO RICO. FRANCK RESPONDED THAT GOCAR WOULD 
CONTINUE TO FOLLOW MODERATE POLICIES ON ISSUES OF 
INTEREST TO US SINCE ITS POSITION WAS BASED ON PRINCIPLE. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO PUERTO RICO FRANCK RESPONDED THAT 
FORTUNATELY PUERTO RICO HAD NOT YET BECOME A "STAR'' ISSUE 
IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. THE MINISTER THEN POSED 
SEVERAL QUESTIONS REFLECTING A GENUINE INTEREST IN 

AND A SYMPATHETIC UNDERSTANDING FOR US POSITION. WHEN I 
MENTIONED CUBA'S ROLE IN FOCUSING NON-ALIGNED ATTENTION 
ON PUERTO RICO, FRANCK EXPRESSED CRITICISM OF CUBAN 
POLICY OF "IMPORTED REVOLUTION '. HE SAID HE WAS UNSYMPATHETIC 
TO ANY PROPOSAL FOR POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE WHICH WOULD 
MERELY PAPER OVER PUERTO RICO'S REAL ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE 
UPON THE U.S. 

4. COMMENT: FRANCK IS USUALLY ACCURATE MIRROR OF 
PRESIDENT BOUASSA'S THINKING, AND THERE DOES NOT APPEAR 

TO HAVE BEEN ANY FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN GOCAR’S CONSTRUCTIVE 
POLICIES ON MULTILATERAL ISSUES OF DIRECT INTEREST TO THE 
UNITED STATES; 
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